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Reid's Criticism on Locke's Memory theory of Personal Identity
1. Individual A and individual B are the same person if and only if individual B can genuinely remember individual A's deeds. 
2. The cobbler genuinely remembers the Princes deeds
3. So the Cobbler is the same person as the prince
It is false that individual A and individual B are the same person if and only if individual B can genuinely remember individual A's deeds. For instance, if the cobbler can genuinely remember the Prince's deeds, then the Cobbler and the Prince are the same person. This suggestions provided by Locke's memory theory of personal identity were objected by Reid. Reid argued that Locke's theory posited that a switch of personalities from one body to another leads to the possibility of switching persons from one body to another. This seems to lead to unacceptable consequences; that Individual A can be the same as individual B and more other people or the Cobbler  is the same as the prince. Similarly, Reid's objects the argument that if Individual B or the Cobbler lost the counciousness of the deeds of individual A and the Prince, then they are not the people who did the actions. According to him this led to  the sameness of both individual A and B  as well as the Cobbler and the Prince. 
Individual A and B cannot be the same person, neither the Cobbler nor the Prince due to absence or presence of memory of certain events. Reid argues that memory is not necesaary nor sufficient for personal identity from a metaphysical perspective. This is because when people remember, they do not recall previous experiences but events experienced previously. This is because in memory the mind is neither directed towards an idea experienced previously nor towards an idea of previous events to which the person was agent or witness. Therefore, the  metaphysical sameness of memory in individual A and B as well as the Cobbler and the Prince is neither necessary nor sufficient for personal identity. 
Reid shows that memory is just an evidence for personal identity rather than a constitutive portion. The fact that the Cobbler genuinly remembers the Prince's deeds, does not make the two the same person, however, it testifies not only the Prince's deeds to the Cobbler but also that it was done by the Prince. Reid shows that memory cannot be used to define personal identity but just as a basis for our judgements of personal identity. 

























